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A renowned criminal defence advocate with particular expertise in all areas of serious and
complex crime. Regularly appears in the most heavyweight of criminal trials.

Extensive experience in several jurisdictions, defending in all forms of complex and grave
cases. Advising and appearing for CEOs and professionals in all type of large scale financial,
sexual and other crime.

Equally at home in the largest and most complicated of SFO frauds or in heavyweight Old
Bailey murders, or in large scale cases of forfeiture and civil and asset recovery.

He is a member of the Criminal Bar Association.
Ranked as a leading silk in the 2024 edition of Chambers & Partners Guide:
TESTIMONIALS

“A fierce advocate who leaves no stone unturned.”

“His knowledge base and his mental agility are unrivalled.”

“His gravitas is undeniable.”

“His advocacy is absolutely fierce.” - — Chambers and Partners, 2024

“A leading star of the criminal Bar, Leonard excels in cases of the utmost complexity. Thoroughly
prepared, he knows all the angles and you want him on your side when the odds are against you. A
devastating cross-examiner.” — Legal 500, 2024

“Leonard is relentless in his case preparation to ensure that when he gets to his feet to advocate in
court he can deliver the best possible case for his client.” — Legal 500, 2023

“A ferocious advocate with great gravitas, who's brilliant in court.” — Chambers and Partners, 2023

“Totally committed to the client’s cause... He has a remarkable skill of digesting voluminous material
and working out the real issues in the case. Added to this he is a reassuring presence for the client.”
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"A criminal defence silk who commands respect for the pains he takes with this preparation, and for
the persuasive advocacy he delivers in court. He regularly handles cases involving allegations of
mortgage fraud, breach of sanctions and overseas corruption... Regularly instructed by both
corporations and individuals, and has a strong record of acting in cases with a global reach.”
(Chambers & Partners 2018)

“Very industrious and someone with superb technical knowledge. He is prepared for most
eventualities and is definitely a great courtroom advocate.” (Chambers & Partners 2017)

“A great tactician who is very hard-working and passionate about achieving the right result for the
client.” (Chambers & Partners 2016)

“He is in some of the best cases in the country, his strategy is second to none, he knows the law inside
out and he works extremely hard.” (Chambers & Partners 2015)

Ranked in Chambers & Partners 2013 as leading practitioner in Criminal Fraud. The same publication

describes him as “hard-working, meticulous and extremely bright”, “good with clients”, and valued
for his “hands-on approach from beginning to end.”

RECENT CASES INCLUDE

2022 - 2023:

Briefed for the main defendant in the Tik Tok murder trials in Leicester- October -
December 2022 and April - August 2023.

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/crime/tiktok-influencer-mahek-bukhari-murder-
b2375263.html

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2023/08/04/tiktok-influencer-mother-guilty-killing-two-
men

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2023/aug/04/ex-tiktok-influencer-mother-guilty-
murder-leicester-mahek-ansreen-bukhari-sagib-hussain-mohammed-hashim-ijazuddin

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2023/aug/04/ansreen-mahek-bukhari-how-tiktok-
fame-swept-up-mother-who-killed-lover-leicester

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/tiktok-star-mahek-bukhari-killed-men-to-hide-her-
mothers-affair-9vn9g6r7b

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-leicestershire-65342628

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2023/04/24/mahek-bukhari-tiktok-influencer-murder-
trial-999-call/
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https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2023/apr/24/tiktok-influencer-mahek-bukhari-
court-alleged-murder-plot

https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/tiktok-star-murdered-mums-lover-29796786

https://www.leicestermercury.co.uk/news/leicester-news/murder-accused-takes-blame-
fatal-7838241

https://www.leicestermercury.co.uk/news/leicester-news/tiktok-mahek-bukhari-live-
murder-7791276

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-leicestershire-63404845

https://news.sky.com/story/tiktok-influencer-and-mother-murdered-two-men-in-car-crash-
over-sex-tape-blackmail-court-hears-12731865

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-11365253/Cousins-chased-TikTok-influencer-
died-car-split-two-100mph-crash.html

2022:
R v Kalinowska — Leeds - Torture murder of child over seven months by mother

https://www.examinerlive.co.uk/news/west-yorkshire-news/full-tragic-story-murdered-
sebastian-24551636

https://www.itv.com/news/calendar/2022-07-22/mother-and-partner-guilty-of-torture-
murder-of-son

https://www.itv.com/news/calendar/2022-07-25/family-of-murdered-teen-say-monster-
mum-should-die-in-jail

https://www.itv.com/news/calendar/2022-07-22/mother-and-partner-guilty-of-torture-
murder-of-son

https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/uk-news/tragic-tale-teenager-tortured-
murdered-24570012

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-11040029/How-Polish-student-Sebastian-15-fast-
learning-English-making-friends-murder.html

R v Wheatley - Newcastle Crown Court - ten defendant murder trial
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https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2022/jun/01/10-teenage-boys-found-guilty-of-
murdering-18-year-old-in-tyne-and-wear

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-tyne-61563997

https://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/news/20141810.jack-woodley-murder-trial-10-
defendants-guilty-killing-aycliffe-teen/

R v Samsul Mohammad - Sheffield Crown Court- Solicitor shot and killed in Sheffield

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-south-yorkshire-60692956

https://www.examinerlive.co.uk/news/local-news/khuram-javed-murder-pair-found-
23336440

https://www.yorkshirepost.co.uk/news/crime/joe-root-among-those-to-pay-tribute-to-
murdered-sheffield-solicitor-victims-devastated-family-reveal-3206554

R v Christopher Semedo - Manchester Crown Court- gangland murder on Bonfire Night

https://news.sky.com/story/seven-gang-members-jailed-for-total-of-146-years-for-fatally-
stabbing-a-16-year-old-boy-in-manchester-12562233

https://aboutmanchester.co.uk/seven-gang-members-who-brutally-stabbed-a-16-year-old-
to-death-in-moston-can-finally-be-named/

https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/greater-manchester-news/men-
representing-danger-gang-who-23330187

2021:
R v Isaac Ramsay - Sheffield - Client acquitted of murder at Jamaican Day Party

https://www.southyorks.police.uk/find-out/news-and-appeals/2021/july-2021/two-friends-
jailed-for-life-after-fatal-sheffield-stabbing/

https://www.thestar.co.uk/news/crime/friends-jailed-for-life-over-death-of-hero-stabbed-
at-sheffield-party-while-trying-to-protect-his-own-brother-3329999

2020:

The Canning Town Freezer Murder —
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2020/jul/29/man-murdered-two-women-and-kept-
bodies-in-freezer-court-told



https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2022/jun/01/10-teenage-boys-found-guilty-of-murdering-18-year-old-in-tyne-and-wear
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2022/jun/01/10-teenage-boys-found-guilty-of-murdering-18-year-old-in-tyne-and-wear
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-tyne-61563997
https://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/news/20141810.jack-woodley-murder-trial-10-defendants-guilty-killing-aycliffe-teen/
https://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/news/20141810.jack-woodley-murder-trial-10-defendants-guilty-killing-aycliffe-teen/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-south-yorkshire-60692956
https://www.examinerlive.co.uk/news/local-news/khuram-javed-murder-pair-found-23336440
https://www.examinerlive.co.uk/news/local-news/khuram-javed-murder-pair-found-23336440
https://www.yorkshirepost.co.uk/news/crime/joe-root-among-those-to-pay-tribute-to-murdered-sheffield-solicitor-victims-devastated-family-reveal-3206554
https://www.yorkshirepost.co.uk/news/crime/joe-root-among-those-to-pay-tribute-to-murdered-sheffield-solicitor-victims-devastated-family-reveal-3206554
https://news.sky.com/story/seven-gang-members-jailed-for-total-of-146-years-for-fatally-stabbing-a-16-year-old-boy-in-manchester-12562233
https://news.sky.com/story/seven-gang-members-jailed-for-total-of-146-years-for-fatally-stabbing-a-16-year-old-boy-in-manchester-12562233
https://aboutmanchester.co.uk/seven-gang-members-who-brutally-stabbed-a-16-year-old-to-death-in-moston-can-finally-be-named/
https://aboutmanchester.co.uk/seven-gang-members-who-brutally-stabbed-a-16-year-old-to-death-in-moston-can-finally-be-named/
https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/greater-manchester-news/men-representing-danger-gang-who-23330187
https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/greater-manchester-news/men-representing-danger-gang-who-23330187
https://www.southyorks.police.uk/find-out/news-and-appeals/2021/july-2021/two-friends-jailed-for-life-after-fatal-sheffield-stabbing/
https://www.southyorks.police.uk/find-out/news-and-appeals/2021/july-2021/two-friends-jailed-for-life-after-fatal-sheffield-stabbing/
https://www.thestar.co.uk/news/crime/friends-jailed-for-life-over-death-of-hero-stabbed-at-sheffield-party-while-trying-to-protect-his-own-brother-3329999
https://www.thestar.co.uk/news/crime/friends-jailed-for-life-over-death-of-hero-stabbed-at-sheffield-party-while-trying-to-protect-his-own-brother-3329999
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2020/jul/29/man-murdered-two-women-and-kept-bodies-in-freezer-court-told
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2020/jul/29/man-murdered-two-women-and-kept-bodies-in-freezer-court-told

Z Leonard Smith KC

LIBERTAS
CHAMBERS Ismithgc@libertaschambers.com

clerks@libertaschambers.com

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-8004797/Murder-suspect-kept-bodies-two-
female-victims-freezer-home-three-years.html

2019:

Operation Isidor - Manchester Crown Court — appeared for main defendant — a chartered
accountant in long running prosecution for serious fraud offences.

https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/greater-manchester-news/david-pape-
billy-black-court-16914121

R v Baxter and others — Swansea Crown Court - high profile murder trial involving murder
in caravan park. BBC News.

https://www.hulldailymail.co.uk/news/hull-east-yorkshire-news/solicitor-katie-baxter-
cleared-charges-1504776

R v EM - Newcastle Crown Court - savage murder of elderly shopkeeper.

https://uk.news.yahoo.com/ethan-mountain-trial-teenager-stabbed-174911621.html

R v Kate Baxter and others. Hull Crown Court. Acted for solicitor in seven handed
mortgage fraud prosecution. Only defendant to be cleared by jury after long trial. The Hull
Daily Mail.

Experienced as both a Junior and Leader in his three principle practice areas:

J Fraud and Financial Crime
o Confiscation, Civil recovery and Asset Forfeiture; and,
o Organised Crime.

OTHER CASES OF INTEREST:

R v Giovanni Di Stefano - Southwark Crown Court. The trial of the famous international
“lawyer” and businessman charged with 22 counts of fraud between 2004 and 2012. The
Recorder of Westminster described the case in which evidence was given for the
prosecution by Judges and KCs, as “..extremely complex and unique in its scope”. These are
just a few of the articles from around the world concerning this extraordinary case - The
Washington Post, The Daily Mail, The Independent, The Daily Record, Sky News, The
Telegraph, LCCSA, The Express, Fox News, Australia News, CPS Blog, BBC News.
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R v Fraser and Brook - The Imperial Consolidated case- Blackfriars Crown Court. Achieved
the acquittal, after a 160-day trial, of his CEO client in The Imperial Consolidated Group
case, one of the largest alleged investment fraud trials yet prosecuted by the SFO.

Has defended accountants, solicitors, portfolio providers and company directors and has
regularly advised persons under investigation The successful defence in one of the largest
and most complex international investment frauds ever prosecuted by the SFO.

Led for the Chief Executive Officer of an international group of 108 companies across 5
continents and 34 countries - and who was acquitted after 27 interlocutory applications and
then a trial lasting 160 days. CAT 1- 500,000 pages. This was an alleged PONZI fraud of
enormous dimensions - £250 million was allegedly defrauded from US celebrity investors,
wealthy investors throughout the world and also famous large scale financial institutions
throughout the world’s major tax havens. More than 25 expert witnesses gave evidence
during the trial in areas as diverse as Securities exchanges, Mining valuations,
Administrators and Receivers obligations and alleged negligence, Customs Bond houses, US
and Carribean Regulatory Requirements, US Consitutional law, FBI and CIA investigations,
Osama Bin Laden, Japanese banking industry policies and procedures, Insurance and
banking bond regulations. During the trial, evidence was also heard from more than a dozen
of the world’s leading chartered accountants. Truly, this case stretched established LSC
boundaries of what is a “complex category - one super fraud” and it is difficult to imagine
one being tried again of this size, length and complexity. See-among numerous other
worldwide media reports- The Guardian, Federal Criminal Defense Blog, The Telegraph, This
is London, The New Statesman, IFA Online, TalkTalk, SFO, This is Lincolnshire.

R v David Purdie (and eight others) for the main defendant in the Northeast Property
Mortgage Fraud- an enormous and politically sensitive prosecution affecting the homes of
hundreds of people in the North East. More than 1000 mortgages were obtained by
companies said to be controlled by client in what is alleged to be one of the UK’s largest
ever mortgage cases. Loan Talk, Chronicle Live, The Mirror, The Evening Standard, BBC
News, This is Money, The Times.



